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Mike Dangers, County Assessor 5 minutes

Summary of Issue:

The Minnesota Department of Revenue is asking counties around the State to approve property tax abatement
policies. Aitkin County does not have a formal, written policy for abatements.

Under current practice, the Aitkin County Auditor has final abatement approval authority. This is in accordance with
Minnesota Statutes § 375.192. While it is likely that the County Board formally delegated this authority to the Auditor in

the past, we are currently unable to locate this documentation.
As a result, | am asking the Board to pass a resolution to formally delegate this authority to the County Auditor. A draft

resolution is attached along with a copy of Minnesota Statutes § 375.192. By approving this resolution, current
practices regarding abatement approval would continue. The form and content of the attached draft resolution has

been approved by the County Attorney.

This resolution does not affect economic development abatements or disaster abatements.
Please contact Mike with any questions.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:
The Board may choose to not approve this resolution. The Board has the power to retain final abatement authority at
the county level.

Recommended Action/Motion:
Approve the draft resolution to continue the current practices.

Financial Impact:

Is there a cost associated with this request? [:l Yes No
What is the total cost, with tax and shipping? $
Is this budgeted? |:| Yes [p:]gNo Please Explain:

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission.



1 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2021 375.192

375.192 REDUCTIONS OR ABATEMENTS OF VALUATION OR TAXES.
Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 1990 c 604 art 3 s 65]

Subd. 2. Procedure, conditions. Upon written application by the owner of any property, the county
board may grant the reduction or abatement of estimated market valuation or taxes and of any costs, penalties,
or interest on them as the board deems just and equitable and order the refund in whole or part of any taxes,
costs, penalties, or interest which have been erroneously or unjustly paid. Except as provided in sections
469.1812 to 469.1815, no reduction or abatement may be granted on the basis of providing an incentive for
economic development or redevelopment. Except as provided in section 375.194, the county board may
consider and grant reductions or abatements on applications only as they relate to taxes payable in the current
year and the two prior years; provided that reductions or abatements for the two prior years shall be considered
or granted only for (i) clerical errors, or (ii) when the taxpayer fails to file for a reduction or an adjustment
due to hardship, as determined by the county board. The application must include the Social Security number
of the applicant. The Social Security number is private data on individuals as defined by section 13.02,
subdivision 12. All applications must be approved by the county assessor, or, if the property is located in a
city of the first or second class having a city assessor, by the city assessor, and by the county auditor before
consideration by the county board, except that the part of the application which is for the abatement of
penalty or interest must be approved by the county treasurer and county auditor. Approval by the county or
city assessor is not required for abatements of penalty or interest. No reduction, abatement, or refund of any
special assessments made or levied by any municipality for local improvements shall be made unless it is
also approved by the board of review or similar taxing authority of the municipality. On any reduction or
abatement when the reduction of taxes, costs, penalties, and interest exceed $10,000, the county board shall
give notice within 20 days to the school board and the municipality in which the property is located. The
notice must describe the property involved, the actual amount of the reduction being sought, and the reason
for the reduction.

An appeal may not be taken to the Tax Court from any order of the county board made in the exercise
of the discretionary authority granted in this section.

The county auditor shall notify the commissioner of revenue of all abatements resulting from the erroneous
classification of real property, for tax purposes, as nonhomestead property. For the abatements relating to
the current year's tax processed through June 30, the auditor shall notify the commissioner on or before July
31 of that same year of all abatement applications granted. For the abatements relating to the current year's
tax processed after June 30 through the balance of the year, the auditor shall notify the commissioner on or
before the following January 31 of all applications granted. The county auditor shall submit a form containing
the Social Security number of the applicant and such other information the commissioner prescribes.

Subd. 3. Homestead status. Subject to the approval of the commissioner of revenue, the county board
shall authorize the county auditor to grant the classification denied under section 272.115, subdivision 4, if
a certificate of value has been filed with the county auditor. The county board shall not hear any requests
under this subdivision after May 31 of the year in which the taxes are payable.

Subd. 4. Delegation by county board. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the county board may
delegate to the county auditor any authority, power, or responsibility assigned to the county board in this
section. If delegation is granted under this subdivision, the county board shall prescribe the conditions for
the delegation and may revoke delegation without good cause or prior notice. If the county auditor holds
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elective office, no delegation shall be made under this subdivision unless the county auditor concurs in the
delegation.

History: 1949c 76 s 1; 1949 c 4855 1; 1963 ¢ 591 s 1; Ex1967 ¢ 32 art 8 s 4; 1973 ¢ 5825 3, 1977 ¢
423 art4s5 3, 1980c 607 art 35 8, 1Sp1981 c 1 art 8 s 17; 1984 ¢ 6295 2; 1986 c 444, 1988 c 719 art 5 s
84; art6s16; 1989c277 art2 s 58, 1989c 329 art 135 20; 1990 c 604 art 35 38, 1991 ¢ 291 art 125 21;
1992c 511 art2s 34; art 4522, 1993 c 375 art 55 31; 1995 ¢c 264 art 35 26, 1996 ¢ 471 art 3 5 36; 1997
c231 art2s32; 1999¢c 243 art 135 19, 2014 c 275 art 1 s 107
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CERTIFIED COPY OF RESOLUTION OF COUNTY BOARD OF AITKIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA
ADOPTED December 21, 2021

By Commissioner: xx 20211221-xxx

Property Tax Abatement Resolution

Whereas, property tax abatements are necessary to corrects errors in the tax system, and
Whereas, these abatements are approved or denied in accordance with Minnesota Statutes § 375.192, and

Whereas, the County Board may choose to retain the authority for final abatement approval or the Board may
delegate this authority to the County Auditor, and

Whereas, the County Auditor concurs in this delegation.

Now Therefore, Be it Resolved, the Aitkin County Board delegates authority to approve or deny property tax
abatements to the Aitkin County Auditor in accordance with Minnesota Statutes § 375.192.

Commissioner xx moved the adoption of the resolution and it was declared adopted upon the following vote

FIVE MEMBERS PRESENT All Members Voting Yes

STATE OF MINNESOTA}
COUNTY OF AITKIN}

I, Jessica Seibert, County Administrator, Aitkin County, Minnesota do hereby certify that | have compared the foregoing with the original
resolution filed in the Administration Office of Aitkin County in Aitkin, Minnesota as stated in the minutes of the proceedings of said
Board on the 215t day of December 2021, and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof.

Witness my hand and seal this 21 day of December 2021

Jessica Seibert
County Administrator
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